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state senators; four-year terms

Purpose

Establishes four-year terms and a limit of two consecutive terms for members of the
Arizona State Senate, beginning with the Fifty-Sixth Legislature.

Background

Article 1V, part 2, section 21 of the Constitution of Arizona stipulates that terms for
members of the Arizona State Senate and the Arizona State House of Representatives during the
First Legislature last until the first Monday in January, 1913, and terms for subsequent Legislatures
last two years. A limit of four consecutive terms in office for members of both the Arizona State
Senate and the Arizona State House of Representatives was imposed on terms beginning on or
after January 1, 1993. No legislator, after serving the maximum number of terms, including any
part of a term served, may serve in the same office until they have been out of office for no less
than one full term.

Pursuant to A.R.S. 8 38-296, except during the final year of the term being served, no
incumbent of a salaried elective office may offer themselves for nomination or election to any
salaried local, state or federal office. An incumbent is deemed to have offered themselves for
nomination or election upon the filing of a nomination paper; an incumbent is not deemed to have
offered themselves for nomination or election to an office by making a formal declaration of
candidacy for the office.

According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, 12 states, including Arizona,
have two-year terms for state senators. Those states are: Arizona, Connecticut, Georgia, Idaho,
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, Rhode Island, South Dakota
and Vermont. The remaining 38 states have four-year terms for state senators.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legislation.

Provisions

1. Establishes four-year terms for members of the Arizona State Senate beginning with the Fifty-
Sixth Legislature in 2023.


http://www.azleg.gov/viewDocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/const/4/21.p2.htm
http://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/38/00296.htm
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2. Establishes a limit of two consecutive terms for members of the Arizona State Senate
beginning with the Fifty-Sixth Legislature in 2023.

3. Stipulates that the increase to a four-year term for state senators shall apply as follows:

a) a state senator who serves three consecutive terms in the Senate and whose first term
began in January, 2017 is eligible to serve one additional consecutive term in the Senate
that begins in January, 2023 and is not eligible for a fifth consecutive term in the Senate;

b) a state senator who serves two consecutive terms in the Senate and whose first term
began in January, 2019 is eligible to serve one additional consecutive term in the Senate
that begins in January, 2023 and is not eligible for a fourth consecutive term in the
Senate; and

C) astate senator who serves one term in the Senate and whose first term began in January,
2021 without prior consecutive service in the Senate is eligible to serve two additional
consecutive terms in the Senate that begin in January, 2023 and January, 2027.

4. Requires the Secretary of State to submit the resolution to the voters at the next general
election.

5. Makes technical corrections.
6. Becomes effective on the general effective date.
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